only one known to have been a poet. At the time the poem was written he was living in a house on the family estate in Monmouth County, near Pine Hill-the ancestral home, Mount Pleasant, having been burnt to the ground in 1818. His great days as a poet had passed; plans for publishing a "new, correct, and elegant edition of the Poems and Miscellanies of Philip Freneau" had come to nothing. As an impoverished and rather disappointed old man of seventy, he still continued to write occasional poems, a number of which he contributed to the Fredontan during this very year 1822 over the initial " F.' n From these various bits of evidence, we may be fairly sure that Freneau was the author of the Ode, in spite of the initials signed at the end. Further assurance as to the correctness of this supposition comes from Professor Lewis Leary, now engaged in a comprehensive study of Freneau. He writes me that the poem is Freneau's and that in his forthcoming book he will explain why the author signed it as he did.
The 
